Hospital admissions for infections of aboriginal and non-aboriginal infants and children in Western Australia, 1981-86.
Rates of hospital admissions and bed usage for infections by Aborigines up to 15 years of age were much higher in Western Australia during 1981-86 than they were for the rest of the population. These rates for Aboriginal infants for gastroenteritis, for example, were 20-25 times and 40-50 times those for other infants. The rates mostly declined over the 6 years except for gastrointestinal and respiratory infections in Aboriginal infants and young children in rural and remote areas. Hospitalization rates reflect many factors which include disease incidence and severity but also distance, climate and access to medical and nursing care and their utilization. Preventative health programmes must be maintained to help improve the health of young Aborigines.